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Biology Syllabus- Fall Semester 2008

Teacher:  Valerie Mefford

Woodford County High School

Room 211

 (859)873-5434

Valerie.Mefford@woodford.kyschools.us
Objective of Course:  To give students an appreciation of the basic concepts of biology by viewing each aspect of biology a as vital and necessary part of the world in which we live.

Textbook:  Levine, Joseph and Miller, Kenneth.  2002.  Biology.  Prentice 



Hall,  New Jersey.  1114pp.

Policy Statements:

1. If you are ill or absent due to extenuating circumstances, you are responsible for obtaining assignments from me, and for obtaining notes from another student in the class if at all possible, or from me.  All tests are based on in class notes.  It is your responsibility to keep up with notes and assignments.

2. Laboratories- We will be participating in many types of labs.  Lab practical examinations will be given on some of the labs we take part in.  You will be tested on all of the content we cover via lab work by way of chapter tests if a lab practical is not given over the specific lab.  Consequently, it may hurt your grade if you are not actively involved in the labs. 

3. Make up examinations - Attendance is mandatory on test days.  These dates are announced about a week in advance and few excuses are acceptable.  If you miss a test, and have a legitimate excused absence we will work out a time in the day for you to take a make up test.  You will need to be prepared the day you return to school for the test.  For laboratory practicals attendance is absolutely required.  It is too time consuming and difficult to set up a lab practical exam more than one time.  Absence on these days will result in a zero unless you have an extremely good excuse and a written note from a parent explaining the reason for the absence.  I will follow up with a phone call.  Sorry it has to be this way, but I have learned the hard way on this one.

4.  Grading:  Your grade will be based on 3 criteria:  Independent        work (homework/classwork) = 31.5%, Group work = 31.5%, and Tests = 27%.  The final exam will = 10% of your grade.

**You need to keep up with your assignments.  I will do my best to hand back assignments promptly so that it will be easier for you to keep up with them.  

Grade Scale

100-92

A

91-83

B

74-82

C

65-73

D

64-Below   
F

 **Homework:  When homework is assigned, it is due the next day unless otherwise specified.  If it is turned in any time after the due date, a 70/D will be the highest grade attainable.  A 70 is a lot better than a zero.  A 100 is a lot better than a 70!  A lot of 70’s will bring your grade down.  Please try to turn in assignments on time!!  You are only hurting yourself by turning things in late.  Also keep in mind that I am doing you a favor by accepting any late work at all.  

**Notebooks:  You are responsible for keeping a loose leaf notebook of in-class notes.  The in-class notebooks will be graded every 2 units and counted as a test grade.  Criteria for a successful notebook check includes 1.  having all of the notes we have taken, 2.  the notes are in chronological order, and 3.  the notes are in a notebook.  If you are absent, you are responsible for getting notes missed from another student in the class (or me).  It is my hope that this will help you to be responsible and successful by being more organized.

5.  Performance Management:  Stickers will be given on homework assignments that receive a grade of 90% or above.  Stickers will also be given on a regular basis as rewards for class participation. Ten stickers may be used on a test to add five points to the test grade.  Twenty stickers may be used to add ten points to a test grade.  Twenty stickers is the limit.

6.  Portfolio:  You will be engaged in writing in the area of science.  You will be given a class grade for each writing assignment.  The writings will then be distributed to your English teacher to be placed into your working writing portfolio.  Please take this seriously.  When you are a senior and you have to have two content area pieces to complete your portfolio (so you can graduate), you will be glad that you worked hard on these writing assignments.

7. Forgetting Materials:  You will not be permitted to leave the class to retrieve a book, paper, pen, pencil, or colored pencils.  I don’t have any extra supplies to give out.  Please be prepared for class and bring the necessary components with you.  I know you can do it!

8. Leaving class:  It is the request of the principals that the number of students in the hallways during class be limited.  Therefore, you will not be permitted to leave class unless it is absolutely necessary.  If you gotta go, you gotta go and I understand that, so please just try to ask when you really gotta go!!  Only one student may leave the room at a time with a hall pass.  School policy this year states that a student may not leave the classroom the first 10 minutes or the last 10 minutes of class.

9. Movies:  Throughout the term we will watch a few movies related to the curriculum.  Below is a list of some we may view this semester.  The “R” rated movie has this rating due to a few strong words used in the film.

“Outbreak” Rated R- topic Bacteria and Viruses

“Lorenzo’s Oil” Rated PG-13 – topic Genetics

“GATTACA” Rated PG-13 – topic Genetics

“Gorillas in the Mist” Rated PG-13 – topic Vertebrates

“Medicine Man” Rated PG-13 – topic Plants

If any other movies are added to the list, I will notify you.

10.Materials needed for class:  Three-ring Loose leaf notebook, loose leaf paper, pencil or pen, colored pencils.

11. Classroom management:  I expect everyone to be respectful of each other.  If bad behavior becomes a problem, the protocol will be 1.  I will talk to you personally to see if we can resolve the issue as mature people.  2.  I will call your parent(s)  3. You will be referred to the Principal and the student handbook will be followed.  Just do the right thing and everyone will benefit.  I know you know how to act!

Tentative Schedule (Events are subject to change):

Day 1 (Aug.14).................Introductions, Go over syllabus, Learning styles, review scientific method.

Aug. 15.................Begin Nature of Science unit

Week 1 – 1st full week (Aug 18-22).................Nature of Science  

Week 2 (Aug 25-29) and Week 3(Sept 1 - 5)………................. Ecology

Week 4 (Sept 8-12) and Week 5 (Sept 15-19).................Biochemistry

Week 6 (Sept 22-26)..............
Photosynthesis and Cell Respiration

Week 7 (Sept 29-Oct 3) and Week 8 (Oct 6-10)..............Cells


Week 9 (Oct 20-24) and Week 10 (Oct 27-31)..............Cell Transport

Week 11 (Nov 3 –7) and  Week 12 (Nov 10-14)…………Genetics


Week 13 (Nov 17-21)............
DNA

Week 14(Nov 24,25)……….. Evolution

Week 15 (Dec 1 -5).......Classification

Week 16 (Dec 8-12)................Microbiology

Week 17 (Dec 15-19)………..
Review for Final Exam. Final Exam
If you have any questions or need anything, please feel free to contact me at any time.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Acknowledgement that you have read and are aware of  the Biology Syllabus.

Please detach this portion signed and bring it back to me by the end of the week.  Thanks.

Student’s signature





Parent’s signature

_________________________



________________________

Student’s e-mail address:




Parent’s e-mail address:

